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BA Linguistics and Language Applications (BALLA)

Mode of attendance: full-time, 4-year curriculum
Detailed admission arrangements are available at https://www.cityu.edu.hk/admo.

Aims
To educate students so that they will

1) become lauguage professionals who are familiar with linguistics and language-
related applications;

2) develop an analytical, critical and creative mind;

3) foster an open attitude towards people from different cultures.

Career Prospects

Graduates will have a solid foundation in the scientific study of language and will be
prepared for careers that require both language skills and linguistics-related computer
skills and other skills in language applications. In addition to opportunities in research
and development, they will also have employment prospects in administrative and
executive positions in various public and private sectors. They will have an important
role to play in the language and information service sectors of Hong Kong, Greater
China, and world-wide. Moreover, this programme is recognized by the Education
Bureau as an English language major degree for the purpose of teaching in Hong Kong.

Main Subject Areas

1. Linguistics. Core courses include: Introduction to Linguistic Research,
Fundamentals of Linguistics, Language in Society, Language and Mind, Phonetics,
Phonology, Syntax and Semantics.

2. Language Applications. Core courses include: Introduction to Language
Technology and Computational Linguistics. At a more advanced level, students may
choose from among courses such as Corpus Linguistics, Computational Lexicography,
Sociolinguistics, Psycholinguistics, First / Second Language Acquisition and
Computer-assisted Language Learning.

Academic Excellence

Linguistics at City University of Hong Kong is ranked 38th in the world according to the QS
(Quacquarelli Symonds) World University Rankings by Subject (2025).

(https://www.topuniversities.com/university-rankings/university-subject-rankings/linguistics)
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